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Occupations 
What Do You Do? 

CASAS Competencies:  

� 0.1.2 Identify or use appropriate language for information purposes 
� 0.2.1 Respond appropriately to common personal information questions 
� 4.1.8  Identify common occupations 
� 4.8.1  Demonstrate ability to work cooperatively 

Outcomes: 

� Identify job titles and occupations 

Teacher prep and materials: 
� Prepare a handout with a list of all learner’s names for Group Practice 

(optional, handout not included) 
� Write names of all learners present on the board  
� Several sets of Flashcards A-G; flashcards show professions to be 

discussed* 
� Class copies of Handouts 1a and 1b, with same pictures and written job 

tiles 
� Overhead Slides of Transparencies 1a, 1b and1c, with illustrations of 

professions to be discussed* 
� Class copies of Homework A, for follow-up 
� Overhead projector 
� Write on board, overhead slide, or bring large cards with written phrases:  

I am I'm 

You are You're 

He is He's 

She is She's 

They are They're 

We are We're 

    
*Note: If a class consists of a prevalent language group, teacher may be able to 
anticipate a specific pronunciation problem, and prepare to address it at this 
point. 

What does he do? What is his job?  

What does she do? What is her job? 

What do you do? What is your job? 
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Why? 

Warm-up: 

Review the list of names of each learner.  Ask learners: What do I do?   Hope 
someone says ‘teacher’.  Model I am a teacher/I’m a teacher, then ask a few 
learners, alternately,”What do you do?” and “What is your job?” Explain that 
sometimes when people ask that question they are asking about your occupation 
(job).   If learners fail to use correct structure, point to it on the board.  Ask a few 
others in order to gauge knowledge of the basic structure and how students use 
it.  Then point to previously asked students and ask “What is his/ her job?” or 
"What does he or she do?" 

What? 

Show students professions overhead – Transparencies 1a, 1b, and 1c.  Point to 
each picture, and say “He’s a . . .” “She’s a . . .” and ask students to repeat.    

Do! 

Controlled Practice:  Then go through professions again, in order, but ask 

learners the question, “What does he/she do?” or “What is his/her job?”   Have 
them answer together.  Once it seems everyone can say the job title, call on 
learners separately and arbitrarily point to pictures and listen to how they 
respond, thus garnering how much they’ve retained and assessing any particular 
pronunciation problems.   

*Note: If a class consists of a prevalent language group, teacher may be able to 
anticipate a specific pronunciation problem, and prepare to address it at this 
point. 

Pair Practice:  Use Flashcards A-G to practice asking and answering questions 
about occupations.  Teacher demonstrates dialogue with a volunteer, then asks 
for two student volunteers to demonstrate, correcting any errors in production. 

Learners pair up, and teacher gives each pair a set of cards depicting various 
jobs.   First learner must ask: “What is his/her job?”  Second learner must reply, 
“She is / he is a/an . . .”.  Once first "questioner" has gone through the pile of 
cards, learners exchange cards and second learner asks the question. 
Once learners have gone through cards, teacher collects sets of cards from each 
pair.  

Group Practice: Circle Pair Work Activity 

Hand out a new card to each learner.  If teacher plans to have learners record 
the occupations of all classmates, then pass that out as well – handout not 
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included. This handout is also used for the optional extension at the close of 
the group exercise.  

Ask for a volunteer to ask teacher, “What is your job?”  Teacher shows class a 

card, and based on the picture responds, “I'm a ___.” 

Learners get into two circles, one inside the other with both circles facing each 
other, to practice talking about jobs.  Every 20 seconds or so, call “switch” or 
“move” and have circles rotate in opposite directions so each learner is facing a 
new partner.  Learners ask each other “What is your job?” and must answer, 
based on their picture “I’m a . . .  Instruct them that if they don’t know the name of 
the student they are speaking to, they should also ask, “What is your name?”   

Optional Extension: 

If teacher has given learners a handout to record the occupations of all 
classmates’, then learners break their circles and mingle until they’ve spoken to 
everyone on their list. 

Individual Practice:  Call on individual learners, pointing to the names on the 

board asking “What is          's job?”  Student who has the other student's name 
must answer,      
“He/She’s a                .” 

So What? 

Assessment:  Ask learners if they have lately seen or know any of the people 

we've been talking about.  Show them how easy it is by asking them to think 
about the job tiles of people in their family, at the grocery store, on the bus, etc.   

Example: Do you know any of the people we've been talking about?  Yesterday I 
saw my dentist.  Who have you seen?  Who has been to the grocery store?  Who 
did you see there . . .? 

Follow up / Homework:  Ask learners to observe people working in various 

places they go to.  Ask them to come to school with a list of those they may have 
encountered within their day in a variety of places.   

Pass out Homework A, with columns for documenting who they see in their daily 
lives. 

Pass out Handouts 1a and 1b, pictures with written job titles, and read through 
them quickly with learners.  Tell students they can study the new vocabulary at 
home by reading and memorizing Handout 1a.  They can also quiz themselves 
by filling in the occupations under the pictures on Handout 1b.  
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Homework A 
WHO DID YOU SEE?  
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